
Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 

Minutes of the Pastoral Council Meeting 

November 9, 2022 

 
Present: Father Tim Holeda, Christa Calamas, Dasha Nixon, Gerald York, Mike Collazo, Brother 

Rahl Bunsa, Silvia Alderman, Paul Malley, Elizabeth Peters, William Gibson, James Smith, Dawn 

Adolfson, Sue Ebbers, James Ballas, Sue Stevenson, Cristina Paredes.   

Absent: Renae Reems, Deacon Andy Grosmaire, Jeanne O’Kon. 

 

Father Tim opened the meeting with a prayer. 

The minutes from October 19, 2022 meeting were approved as written. 

 

CSU Update: Elizabeth Peters reported that the recent Eucharistic Procession on campus went very 

well. It was attended by students, families, and parishioners. The police escort arrived late, but 

traffic on West Tennessee stopped for the procession. There is interest in doing another procession, 

and Elizabeth would like to invite the whole parish to more CSU events. The semester is ending 

soon, so CSU is planning for the spring Spirit Night schedule. Brother Parker would like to plan a 

joint Spirit Night with CSU and the Parish some time in the spring. There are plans for Father 

Dustin to make a presentation about the Joseph House to CSU. Classes on Nov. 10 are cancelled  

due to Tropical Storm Nicole. FSU is closed on Nov. 11 in remembrance of Veteran’s Day.  

 

STM Administration Update: This weekend begins the stewardship renewal campaign through 

Amen Generosity. Father Tim will encourage intentional giving from the parishioners, and all 

families will receive a mailing. The next weekend will be Invitational Weekend to invite families to 

make their commitment. Open Door Women’s Clinic recently held their banquet and raised over 

$116,000 to support their mission. The church Confessional times will be adjusted to 10:00 a.m.-

12:00 p.m. as it was previously, beginning with the first Saturday of Advent. This is to alleviate 

scheduling concerns and avoid conflicts with the 5:15 p.m. Mass, Weddings and funerals are on 

Saturdays. The confessions will return to being held in the main church in the confessionals. The 

confessions are very well attended, keeping both priests busy. 

 

Ministry Update: Sue Stevenson reported that Boxes of Joy will be collected this weekend so they 

can be prepared to be shipped on time. Additionally, there will be a cookie sale fundraiser in 

December to raise money for Coats for the Homeless, a statewide fundraising initiative that brings 

funds to all Dioceses. Father Tim reported that the Young Adult ministry held a Holy Hour that was 

attended by about 60 people. Another Holy Hour and potluck dinner is being organized by Father 

Luke to be held at the Rectory in November. The Marian Consecration has begun and Father Tim 

has received positive feedback. Even if some do not participate this time, he plans to do this again 

and the seeds will be planted. A Mass of Remembrance for the Dead is scheduled for November 18 

at 7:00 p.m. and the 5:00 p.m. Mass is canceled for that date. It will be celebrated as a funeral 

liturgy to pray for those that have passed in the pass year. Parishioners can submit the names of 

their loved ones to be read out during the Mass on the STM website. 

 

Catholic Schools Update: Trinity Catholic School: Classes are canceled due to Tropical Storm 

Nicole on Nov. 10. Cristina Paredes reports that the school is preparing for their Christmas Program 



to be held on December 15 and 16. Also, an auction will be held in January in celebration of 

Trinity’s 70th anniversary.  

St. John Paul II High School:  Dasha Nixon reported there will be an auction gala, Christmas in the 

Country hosted on Friday, December 9. The Council sponsors a table and anyone interested in 

attending can contact Dasha. Father Tom will be the auctioneer and music provided by Upside 

Avenue. There will be an Admissions Information night for families to meet faculty and 

administrators on Wednesday, November 16 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. at Table 23. This event is geared 

towards 8th grade students but open to anyone interested. The Senior Retreat that was postponed 

from the last hurricane has been rescheduled for November 14. 

 

International Refugee Services: Silvia Alderman provided literature and information regarding the 

International Rescue Committee, an organization that works locally to assist refugees with moving 

and adjusting to living in the Tallahassee area. There was a recent event that Mike Alderman and 

Karen Wensing attended with other church members to see how they could assist the organization 

through donations of goods or services. Silvia invited the Council to consider how STM could get 

involved. A note will be placed in the bulletin to see if anyone in the parish would like to get 

involved. There is need for someone to take leadership of this initiative.  

 

Christmas Party Planning: The church Christmas Party is scheduled for December 10 at 6:00 p.m. 

following the 5:15 Mass. Families and children are welcome. Dasha and Christa will order chicken, 

deli meats and cheese from Publix. The Council agreed to supply drinks (alcoholic and 

nonalcoholic) and sign up to bring a dish in any category. All other dishes will be organized in 

potluck fashion. Father Tim will reach out to Colleen to see if she’s interested in doing music this 

year again. Christa passed around a sign-up sheet to get Council members to help with setting up 

and decorating in the morning (10:00 a.m. with 4-5 people), and setting up food and replenishing 

(6:00 p.m.-ongoing). Brother Rahl said the Brotherhood of Hope will take care of cleanup.  

 

Rector’s Comments: Father Tim recently met with Jeanne O’Kon to plan the Christmas play at the 

Children’s Nativity Mass. There will be no Santa Claus. Council members received a copy of From 

Christendom to Apostolic Mission and Father Tim encouraged everyone to read through the 

introduction and Chapters 1-3 by the next meeting in January. Father Tim will take a five-day 

vacation cruise in January. 

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 18 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dawn Adolfson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


